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"AK.-^^  j^^^^t^  ijj^  ^ 

It  i«  an  honor  and  a  AlBtlnot  ploaraxo  to  tbragatkair  iKltk  70a  Han 
today  to  pay  a  tribute  of  roaoBbranoe  to  ona  of  tha  graataat  laadars  of  nam 
our  oountry  has  arar  produoad  or  the  world  haa  erar  known.  ThrcKig^Ma 
Ohrlatlanlty  and  daap  patriotlam  we  aharahlm  proudly  with  all  natloaa  who 
honor  moh  attrlbutaa  but  In  our  bsarta  wa  hold  his  olooaat  ali^ly  aa  a 
great  Anarioan. 

But  oomoemorat ion  without  aqjr  attempt  at  onulatioa  ia  idle)  if  aa 
would  truly  honor  hiB,  it  ia  not  enough  einply  to  raeall  andextal  his 
Tirtuaa  and  aehleTaiBants,  to  praiae  his  wisdom  and  hia  goodnaas.    If  wa  ara 
to  profit  indirldaally  and  nationally  by  the  taachlnga  and  examplaa  of  the 
great  Lincoln,  it  mat  be  by  adharanee  to  the  idaala  ha  so  ataadfaatly 
aalnteined  throu^out  hia  entire  career.    In  the  years  liiat  hare  paasad  sinee 
his  adminiatratlon  of  the  oountry'a  affairs,  no  batter  or  wiaar  polieiea  than 
his  hare  been  erolred  to  guide  the  nation;  nothing  aoundar  or  more  parmaneBt 
has  been  deyeloped  as  a  basis  for  national  ethiaa  than  the  doTotion  to  relig- 
ion and  patriot isBi  emphaaized  by  Lincoln  in  all  his  teachings  and  in  his  lifa« 

Of  his  religious  life,  Dr.  Hill,  our  Chancellor,  in  hia  book  «* Abra- 
ham Lincoln  -  Man  of  Gk>d'',  says,  "Lincoln's  faith  was  not  a  mere  theory.  It 
was  a  produetiTo  fbrce.    Ha  relief  on  prayer  but  he  did  not  beliere  in 
pinely  waiting  for  God  to  answer.    He  prayed  aa  If  eTexything  depsnded  on 
Gk>d{  he  worked  as  if  ererything  depended  upon  himself." 

Of  hia  personal  rslianoe  upon  religion  aa  a  guide  in  hia  ddDLy  lifa, 
Lincoln  ia  q^ted  in  "Recollections"  by  7.  8.  Chittenden,  his  Secretaiy  of 


tiM  Tx«a«ux7,  tlnws    **!  Imto  had  so  aaiiy  •TltenoM  of  Hla  dire^ion  to  anaj 
i]istaiiA«8  ^9T9  I  hare  %««n  eoatrollad      scmm  other  power  than  my  own  will, 
that  I  eannot  doubt  that  this  power  eomes  from  aho7e«    I  frequently  see  07 
way  elear  to  a  dealaiom  when  I  am  ooasolona  that  I  here  not  sijffieient  facta 
upon  which  to  found  it.    But  I  oaanot  reeall  one  iastmee  in  ibiQh  I  hare 
followed  my  own  JudgBent,  founded  upon  such  a  decision,  where  the  results 
were  uaaatisfaetezsr*  I  an  satisfied  than  when  the  Almi^ty  ^ant^me 

to  de,  or  not  do,  a  particular  thing.  He  finds  a  way  of  letting;  ae  know  it*** 

X*ineoln*s  adToeaey  of  an  atttire  patriotism  was  equally  eoKphatio. 
Zn  his  fasious  Springfield  address  1»  says:    **!  know  the  Anerioan  people  are 
meh  attached  to  itieir  eoremment*    I  know  they  would  suffer  much  for  its 
saice*    I  know  they  would  endure  erils  long  and  pati«a,tly  before  they  would 
think  of  exchanging  it  for  another,    Tet, notwithstanding  all  this,  if  the 
lawa  he  continually  despised  and  disrei^ded,  *  *  *  the  alienation  of  their 
affection  froa  the  go-remient  is  a  natural  consequence,  and  to  that  sooner 
or  later,  it  mat  coae.** 

**The  question  rsetirs,  how  shall  we  fortify  against  it?   The  answer 
is  siaq^le:    let  erery  iasrican,  every  lofer  of  liberty,  oTery  well-wisher 
to  hits  posterity,  swear  by  the  blood  of  the  Rerolution  never  to  riolate  Im 
the  least  particular  the  lawa  of  the  country  and  nerer  to  tolerate  their 
violation  by  others.  ♦  *  ♦  ♦  Let  reverence  for  the  laws  *  ♦  ♦  he  tau#t  la 
schools  and  swainaries  and  colleftss.  *  *  *Lst  it  be  preached  from  the  pul- 
pits proclaiaed  in  legislative  halls  end  enforced  in  courts  of  Justice.  In 
tfhort,  let  it  heeorne  the  political  lekigionaf  the  nationi 


With  these  ringing  ndaoaitionff  fresh  in  our  lainds  let  us  ooaaid- 
•r  what  Lincoln's  reactions  and  attitude  might  he  today  toward  the  eoadi- 
tioBs  and  prohleios  confirontiag  us  as  iadiriduala  and  as  a  nation.  Oer* 
tainl/  disresard  tor  the  law  eound  not  hare  heen  in  Linooln's  tiias  aore 
flagrant  than  it  is  today,  -  nor  ridloule  or  leak  of  respect  for  thoae 
high  in  public  office  more  preyalent.    The  American  people  still  are  derot- 
ed  to  their  coxmtry,  and  in  e^ery  emergency  ready  in  her  defense  to  the 
fullest  measure,  hut  in  times  of  peace  we  are  prone  to  lapse  into  e  hahit 
of  beliUlement  of  tbosehigh  in  public  office,  responsible  fbr  the  maiiilcm- 
ance  of  the  institutions  wa  hare  adopted  as  ^e  ftodaaentals  of  our  gsTera* 
msnt,  and  our  interest  in  their  maintenance  and  progress  wanes  to  the  point 
of  indifference,  or  at  least  to  inaction. 

It  is  not  that  we  here  ceased  to  be  conscious  of  arils  that  are 
preralent.    We  discuss  them,  we  criticise  thoae  ^om  we  consider  aoora  or 
less  responsible  for  their  aodstenca,  but  aside  from  such  futility  w©  di 
nothing  about  it.    A  rigilant,  aggressiTe  and  aotire  Americanism  is  one  of 
the  greatest  needs  of  this  country  today,  and  its  dorelopmait  must  oomtaeaio* 
in  tho  home  and  be  continued  tiirottghout  all  the  early  life  of  our  youth,  la 
our  schools  and  colleges,  and  practiced  in  tho  daUy  livea  of  tiie  adult  pop- 
ulation if  the  present  indifference  to  l&e  duties  as  well  as  the  pririleges 
of  citizenship  ia  to  be  eradicated  in  the  present  ^ne  rat  ion  and  properly 
appreciated  by  the  generations  to  follow. 

May  I  repeat  here  the  simple  creed  which  best  defines  ny  eoncep* 
tion  of  real  citizenship:    "Rerere  the  laws  of  yowr  country;  be  true  to 
your  conscience;  meet  your  clTic  duties;  honor  and  lore  your  country;  aat 
stand  ready  for  it  a  defense." 


AibmnstxoB  to  this  oreed  and  an  aetl-re  datsonatration  of  it  in  our 
daily  liTaa  would,  I  aa  satisfied,  do  much  to  cure  the  sooial  and  political 

unrast  which  is  aanifest  in  our  country  today.    Apathy  toward  this  oreed 

fuxnishes  tha  opportuiitiae  upon  which  tiie  naloontei^,  the  eomsuniat  mA 

the  aoeial  pagan  depend  to  hasten  the  disintegration  of  our  institutions 

ffhieh  they  adrocate.    In  a  reeent  issue  the  Toledo  Blade  ramarks  editorially 

and  Jocularly,  "It  will  be  tins  aiough  to  wozry  ahout  t&e  rsd  moTeraent  in 

laerica  when  mm»  of  the  participants  haTe  imeriean  aames"  hut  I  m  strongly 

of  the  opinion  that  the  time  is  already  ripe  for  hoth  prophylaxis  and  t  herapy* 

The  wise  horticulturist  does  not  miit  until  insect  pests  have 
rayaged  his  orehards  and  killed  his  trees|  he  anticipates  their  Tisitationa 
with  the  utoest  Tigilance,  and  fortifies  the  resistance  of  his  trees  and 
plants  ^th  material  preTention  in  the  form  of  cheiiticals  and  insecticides 
so  tihat  when  ^e  pests  erriTs  they  are  at  least  hanpored  in  their  efforts  of 
dsfitruotioB  if  not  rendered  liiolly  innocuous.    We  would  hare  little  to  fear 
from  destruetiTe  forces  i^iicing  within  our  country,  wheth«r  of  our  own  pro- 
duction or  a  oenace  from  alien  lands,  if  they  were  consistently  net  -«ith  a 
stalwart  patriotism  and  a  eirie  consciousness  alert  md  diligent  functioning 
la  the  example  and  denands  of  a  populeee  ali^e  to  the  pririleges  and  respan* 
8ibiliti«is  of  their  citizenship* 

r&triotism  cannot  be  assuBwd  temporarily  to  be  worn  lilce  a  garmesl , 
for  the  daration  of  an  emergency  such  as  a  vbt,  or  to  corer  Him  expediencies 
of  &  political  cstapaign.    It  mast  be  innate,  as  much  a  part  of  us  as  our  hands 
and  feet,  and  cherished  as  dearly  if  the  fabric  of  it  is  to  wear  through  the 
stress  of  Mly  liring  without  deterioration  or  disintegration. 
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Too  JMiiiy  of  us,  I  BM  afraid,  are  InclUad  to  aaaoclata  tk« 

quality  of  iMitrlotlsra  as  an  accompanlmant ,  neoeaearlly  of  aorao  spoolfio 
condition  snob  aa  famine  or  a  war,  instead  of  aa  an  Integral  part  of  our 
daily  conduct  inseparable  from  our  peraonalitios  and  our  efforts,  as  It 
should  be.    For  Instance,  many  a  asn  t»1io  lould  Instantly  resent  any  Impll- 
eatlon  of  a  lack  of  petriotiam  on  his  part  will  ooiuplseently  «x  lain  that 
he  "hasn't  voted  for  years  because  he  ^as  ai8s«%leflQd  with  the  way  things 
wore  going".    In  other  ^rds,  he  lo^es  his  ocv^ry  but  his  patriotism 
evidently  has  been  on  a  long  vacation,  ^hen  it  should  hare  been  diligently 
Mrployed. 

This  faUure  to  participate  In  our  government  by  not  casting  o«r 
rotes  is  one  form  of  indifference  reoiprocclly  injurious  -  It  deprives  the 
govemment  of  the  wgard  and  attention  it  deserves  end  diminishes  the  sens* 
of  personal  responsibility  in  the  individual. 

It  might  well  be  that  it  was  with  such  drcuastmces  in  mind  ttet 
Uncoln  said,  "If  destruction  be  our  lot,  m  must  ourselves  be  its  author 
and  finisher." 

However,  I  do  not  wish  to  depict  Uncoln  as  aisappointed  In  tte 
state  or  the  progress  of  his  beloved  country  if  ha  could  see  it  today.  The 
vast  wealth  of  America  is  only  one  indication  of  her  progress;  the  oppor- 
tunities  ahe  offers  to  her  people  a«l  to  the  aliens  of  other  lands  who  seek 
her  Acres  are  innumerable  and  transcend  those  available  in  any  other  count- 

ry,  her  standards  of  living  are  the  high***. 

Suwly  the  man  who  loied  this  country  so  well  even  in  the  ugly  and 
distorted  moods  occasioned  by  the  bitterness  and  fury  of  the  Civil  War,  would 


glo37  1a  the  AoB,tsmpXatldiii  t&Aej  of  h-w  %etilaTsiQ9Btfi,  hsr  progress  aaA 
k«r  union  as  a  K&tioAt 


of  any  war.  It  is  eertaim  tk&t  his  kindly  lieart  istuld  t&rill  todej  with 
gratifieation  if  ha  iMlglit  know  how  spI«ndi<lL7  his  <sovailry  haa  qerriod  on 
tha  woiric  of  "binding  up  the  "Hat ion* a  woun&a  and  caiing  for  tkoaa  whohara 
bom^tka  battle,  aad  for  their  widowa  and  or^ana"  in  aeeorAance  wilSi  hla 
isBaortsl  appa&l  at  Gcittyaburg*    In  keeping  faith  with  her  Tetcrena  Amarioa 
whether  conaelously  or  unccaaLeel£}iaily,has  kept  faith  with  Linaoln,  whoaa 
patriotism  waa  aquallod  only  by  hifs  abiding  htmftEfnity. 


para,  but  I  do  not  balioTa  it  lies  TitMn  the  power  of  er^  man  today  to 
reiaoTe  oai  atone  from  the  monucs^nts  of  rean^robramae  that  Imre  been  reared 
upon  the  oertain  resorda  of  hia  aourage,  patieaae,  fidelity,  honesty  and 
induatiy.    The  Kemory  of  thoae  attributes  of  his  eharactor  will  ea-.'iar* 
through  tho  a^aa,  inviolable  and  indeatraotible.    Let  the  osca'uplt  of  Lineoln 
guide  tui  to  a  wro&ter  iMationl 


Profoundly  and  poignantly  ar'^rm  of  the  terrible  afteinnath 


Lineoln  has  al'reya  hed  his  tradooers  as  w^l  as  his  worahip- 
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